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ceasing until the end of October, when it was brought to a standstill by the exhaustion of both sides. At the end of the year the Allies had a litde more than held their own against the enemy, but the moral remained the same for French, British and Germans. In spite of immense massed attacks, enormous expenditure of ammunition, fearful casualties, unheard of acts of bravery and devotion, the defence was still proof against attack. The Germans had not broken the French and British lines; the French and British had not broken the German lines, and the hope of liberating French soil was still deferred.
Once more, many voices were heard protesting against this  seemingly useless  slaughter,   and  complaining  of the resourceless strategy which could find no other way but that !                          of battering against impenetrable barriers.    Yet, if we may
I                          believe the German military historians, this phase of the war
I                          was largely decisive.   "The German army had been fought
r                          to a standstill and was utterly worn out/' says Ludendorff;-
|                          " if the war lasted our defeat seemed inevitable."   It was, in
J                          fact, as was revealed in the German inquiry into the war in
f                          the year 1919, the conviction of the German generals that the
|                          war could not be won on land, which led them at the beginning
of 1917 to press upon their Government the urgent necessity of starting the "unrestricted submarine" warfare at sea, which they wrongly supposed to be an infallible short-cut to victory.
The Russians played no small part in the year 1916 in relieving their AUies from German pressure. In March they came to the rescue of Verdun by attacking in force at Lake Maroc, and though no victory could be claimed, they kept a large German force, which otherwise would have been available for operations in France, heavily engaged at a critical moment. tolate the Russian General Brusiloff inflicted a tremendous defeat on tke Axcstrians in the Bukovina, and by so doing stopped the projected Austrian attack upon Italy and compelled tte Germans to withdraw troops from the Somme in order *                        to ^ T?* ^y* Nothing could happen anywhere over this
vast field o€ war without having consequences and reper-
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lough Russia in the end was numbered bee former Allies would be very befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
